Avoidable deaths from asthma continue, even in hospital. Since the management ofacute severe asthma is often initiated in the Accident and Emergency department, it is crucial that staff there have adequate knowledge.
Asthma remains a major health concern.' Avoidable deaths continue even in hospital. Studies assessing the factors involved in potentially preventable deaths have shown that the management of acute asthma is often inadequate2 (common deficiencies include undertreatment, inappropriate treatment and underestimation of severity by both doctors and patients). It 
